
Welcome to Reception at 

The Orchard

Mrs Griffin

Early Years Lead

Ash Class

Mrs Brown (M-T)

and Miss Wroth (W-F)

Elm Class

Mrs Thornton (M-Th) 

and Mrs Brown (F)

Holly Class



Information 
we have 

already sent 
you:



What is the Early Years Foundation 

Stage (EYFS) curriculum?

The EYFS curriculum runs from birth to five. It has seven aspects of 
learning:

PRIME AREAS:

1. Personal, social and emotional development

2. Communication and language 

3. Physical development

SPECIFIC AREAS:

1. Literacy

2. Mathematics 

3. Understanding the World

4. Expressive Arts and Design

Find a copy of the overview 

on the school website



Reading

 Access to a wide range of texts – variety is important!

 Daily whole class phonics

 Reading group sessions 2x weekly (Start Autumn 2)

 How to best support your child in their reading

- Sharing books

- Reading books

- Reading and talking at home – developing speaking and 
listening skills as well as understanding (comprehension)

 Recording in reading record (from Autumn 2)



Phonics

 Little Wandle phonics scheme which works 

alongside the Big Cat Collins books

 Taught daily, a mixture of sounds, word decoding 

and tricky word recognition. We do not teach 

letter names at this point.

 Sounds and words of the week sent out 

via ParentMail/Teams weekly message. 

 Assessed half termly and sent home for you to help 

support your child. 

 Little Wandle website provides videos within their 

parent section – correct pronunciation is key!  



Tricky words

 "Tricky" part: These are words that cannot be easily sounded out using normal 

phonics rules yet (e.g., the, to, go, no, I, into).

 The struggle: It is normal for children to need 10 to 30 exposures to a word 

before it sticks.

Game ideas:

 Tricky Word Eye Spy: Put 3 or 4 tricky word cards on the fridge. Ask the child to run and touch the 

word "the" before they can have their afternoon snack.

 Flashlight Hunt: Turn off the lights, stick a few words on the wall, and have the child find and read the 

word your flashlight points to.

 Splat!: Lay word cards on the floor. Say a word, and the child has to "splat" it with a flyswatter or their 

hand.

 Tricky Word Stepping Stones: Place cards across the floor. The child can only step on the paper if they 

can read the word.



Handwriting

 Big FMS  focus

 Handwriting in 

partnership with 

phonics

 Practise name writing 

at home. (Much 

greater focus on 

lowercase letter 

formation than capital 

letters)



Maths

 NCETM Mastering 

Number

- Small steps

- Repetition

- Vocabulary

- Number formation

 Numberblocks!



Spaces to learn:

 The classroom

 The central area ‘Creative Bay’

 The outside area 

The children spend time in all these areas ensuring they gain a balanced and 
stimulating learning experience. 

There is a mixture of adult let and child-initiated activities throughout.. 

The outside area is used in all weather.

Please provide appropriate clothing for the weather and a 

change of clothes (kept on their peg). 



What does the day look like?
 Fine motor skills activities as the children arrive

 Whole-class input focusing on key skills (literacy)

 Self-initiated learning time – use of classroom, Creative Bay and outside 

 fruit snack

 Phonics

 Maths

 Lunch, playtime

 PSHE/RE/Computing

 Self-initiated learning time – use of classroom, Creative Bay and outside 
(plain rice cake snack and breadsticks)

 Story Time

 Rhyme Time

 Thursday- Values Assembly

 FRIDAY –  PE, whole class drawing and Singing Assembly



Communication

 Weekly Teams Message from your class teachers (Log ins will be 
coming your way soon)

 Contact diary

 On the door – if you have any concerns we ask you to come 
straight to us first, we can make appointments to meet or give 
you a call. 

 Attendance and logistical queries and information should be 
reported to the school office by telephone or the admin email 
admin@orchard.surrey.sch.uk

 Parents evening –  Tuesday 17th (4 – 7pm) and Thursday 19th (4- 
6pm)  November. 

mailto:admin@orchard.surrey.sch.uk


How can you support your child?

 Look at the ‘What We Are Learning’ (WWAL) for 
the week

 Share the reading books sent home and write 
comments in their reading record (Starting 
with wordless books after October half term unless 
they are ready to blend)

 Practise phonics and tricky words taught 

 Engage them in Fine motor skills activities like 
drawing and cutting out

 TALK to your child

 Praise their independence and resilience!

 Packed lunches – healthy choices and not too 
much!



Parent Helpers

 Even for 1 hr a week: morning or afternoon

- This could be supporting reading, writing, fine motor skills 

or number work (small group or individual)

- School trips (Farm visit and walk to St Paul's church)

 Mrs Cary runs parent safeguarding training dates: Wed 

16th September 8pm (online), 21st September Parent 

Safeguarding Talk 9:15am.

 Please check ParentMail for more details

- Please speak to your child's class teacher if you think you 

can support us in this way. 



Thank you in advance for:

 Encourage independence in the mornings

 Ensure that they have lots of practice doing things for 

themselves at home (getting dressed, tidying up etc.)

 Name all their belongings

 Be patient when the class teachers release the children to you at 

the end of the day

 Please donate plain rice cakes and breadsticks. (Tissues in the 

winter months)



Thank you! 
We are looking forward to a 

fantastic year!
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